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The WViet Cong were
killed in four separate
skirmishes,

Soldiers of Alpha Com.
pany of the Tth Battalion
E‘Bﬁ'u!d fire on two Viet

along a dry creek bed
about ten miles east of
MNui Dat, They killed one,
capturing a Chinege.man.
ufactured AKAT rifle and
a pistol.

The battalion's Bravo
Company ambushed two
Viet Cong moving near
the River Ral, north-east
of the task force base.

The Viet Cong fought
back with rocket-pro-
pelled grenades and
smallarms  fire, One
rueritla withdrew under
ire, leaving the other
man dead.

The first WViet Cong
killed was the victim of a
nlght ambush south-egast
of Nui Dat,

Early today members of
the Tth Battalion killed a
Viet Cong armed with an
AKAT rifle.

Saldiers from the 6th
Battalion westerday re-
turned to Nul Dat from a
three-battalion operation
to pack their bags for
their return to Australia
next maonth,

The Tth and 8th Batia-
lions are continuing the
operation, which is almed
al the destruction of a re-
=gional Viet Cong force.

FOUR CAPTULRED

Earlier this week a pa-
trol of Australian army

engineers and ordinance

AUST. TROOPS IN
ACTION; KILL 4

SAIG-DN. Fri.—Australian troops have killed
% | four Viet Cong and wounded a fifth in the past
24 hours in the Phuoe Tuy province.

g as_ they moved|4qq

lenged and a number of
Viet Cong leapt out into
the mangroves, Four
were captured. Two of
therm had been wounded,
So far this month, Aus-
tralian troops have killed
enemy and captured
seven, taking 44 wea-
pons,

In CANBERRA the
NAMEE I'-'-',f Jour Austra-
han soldiers wounded in
action  on  Wednesday
in Phuoc Tuy province
were released.

The soldiers, members
of the Tth Battalion, cll
received s hrapnel
wonnds.

They are:— Ple A. J.
Howarth, of East Duwn-
das, N.SW. condition
satisfactory; Cpl. J. W,
Lawson, of Hampton,
Victoria; Pte R. J. Bys,
of Lakemba, N.3.W.; and
Lient. K, Metcall, of
Minto, N.3.W.

A fifth soldier involved
in the zame incident, Pte
R. E. Huahes, of Port
Augusta, 8.4., previously
reporied wounded and in
n very serious condition,
hag died in hospilal atf
Long Binh.

More Americans

WASHINGTON, Fri:
The {!mpulaiiun of the
United States increased
by 154,000 last month to
an estimated 204,663,000,
the Census Bureau sald
vesterday. —A AP,
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